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John Currey ’62 (business education), a life member of the EIU Alumni Association and Tau Kappa
Epsilon Fraternity, served as president of Boreal Laboratories, a division of Science Kit, Inc., from 1981
until retiring in 2005. The company, which serves the Canadian science education market, dominates the
industry with a market share of 85 percent.
Currey also served as president of five subsidiary divisions (Ward’s Natural Science Ltd., Central
Scientific Company Limited, Northwest Scientific Supply Company, Sargent Welch Limited and Arbour
Scientific Limited) while leading Boreal.
He was recognized in 2004 by being named the chapter honoree of Eastern’s Beta Gamma Sigma, an
honorary fraternity with the university’s School of Business. In 2005, the National Association of Biology
Teachers honored him by naming an annual award to be given to an NABT vendor “who has contributed
to biology education above and beyond expectations.” The initial John Currey Award was presented to
him at the 2005 national convention.
Currey was also an active participant in the Role and Status of Women in Biology Education (RSWBE), a section of NABT. He has
remained active in retirement with local charitable organizations. He is a fundraising volunteer and board member of Hospice Niagara,
and is involved with his Knights of Columbus Council and Assembly. He and his wife, the former Kathy England ‘64, created a
scholarship to benefit business majors at Eastern. They reside in St. Catharines, Ontario.
Dr. Gordon Grado ’74 (biology) is the founder and medical director of the Southwest Oncology Centers
– with two locations in Arizona and two additional treatment facilities in Minnesota – and the Grado
Radiation Center of Excellence. He has also helped teach and develop prostate brachytherapy programs
worldwide for early stage, advanced and recurrent prostate cancer.
He established a new program for the treatment of prostate cancer in 1989 while he served as chairman of
the Radiation Oncology Department at the Mayo Clinic in Scottsdale, Ariz. He led a team of specialists to
develop the first interactive program that would utilize both biplane ultrasound and fluoroscopic imaging
with brachytherapy for the treatment of prostate cancer. Grado established and developed this new
brachytherapy program for the treatment of prostate cancer after reviewing various techniques and
programs that were available, and has personally performed the procedure more than 5,000 times.
In addition to his private practice, he has also held academic appointments at several institutions including
Mayo Clinic and the University of Minnesota School of Medicine. He was appointed by the governor of
Arizona to serve on the Arizona Prostate Cancer Task Force, has delivered more than 100 presentations
throughout the world and has authored many peer-reviewed reference manuscripts.
In 2005, he became a Fellow of the American College of Radiation Oncology and also a Fellow of the American College of Radiology.
He was recently honored at the University of Minnesota where he was presented the Wurtele Family Professorship in Therapeutic
Radiology and Radiation Oncology.
Grado heads the prostate brachytherapy program at the University of Minnesota Prostate Cancer Center and the Minneapolis Veterans
Administration Medical Center. He and his wife Mary have also helped support and develop cancer treatment centers in Mexico.
Jerry Van Dyke ex ’55 received four consecutive Emmy nominations for his role as Luther Van Dam on
the popular television series “Coach.” The series was consistently ranked among the top 20 in the Nielsen
Ratings, and continues to be popular in syndication.
He withdrew from Eastern to join the United States Air Force during the Korean War, and chose not to reenroll after enjoying acting and comedic success, including winning an Air Force talent show. Van Dyke
has starred in numerous television programs during his career – including “My Mother the Car” and
serving as host of the game show “Picture This,” and has been a regular on series ranging from “The Judy
Garland Show” to “Yes, Dear.” Through live shows and appearances on standards such as “The Ed
Sullivan Show” and “The Tonight Show with Johnny Carson,” the successful comedian has entertained
audiences throughout the world. When not acting, the Danville native lives on his cattle ranch in Arkansas
with his wife, Shirley.

